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Developing Strong
Home-School Partnership
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EL Department Vision

Passionate learners and effective users of English
Language at work and play



Areas of Language Learning

* Listening and Viewing

* Reading and Viewing

« Speaking and Representing
* Writing and Representing
 Grammar

* VVocabulary



Learning the English Language

In context through extended, authentic texts, e.g.
storybooks

Explicit teaching of grammar through Shared Book
Approach

Explicit teaching of soft skills, e.g. Discussion Skills
Co-construction of speaking proficiency
Scaffolded writing




Writing —~&ating Contexi—

..........
- -

Source: http://ascilite.org/archived-journals/aset/confs/aset-herdsa2000/procs/ellis-r.nhtml



Speaking

“Reading and writing float on a sea of talk” (Britton,
1970, p.164)

Academic conversations allow students to closely
examine, scrutinize, criticize, validate and shape the
iIdeas being discussed. Such skills allow students to
develop Intellectual agility (Brookfield and Preskill,
2005).




Speaking

Bloom's Taxonomy: Question Stems

REMEMBER. [ KNOWELDGE

TWhats____7 Howr did_____ happent VWhat doyou recall SEout
Wharzis 7 Whichons 7

Whowersthe main__ 7 Howis 7 Select

Whydid 7 Whendid ____ happen? How would you explsin 7
When did 7 Listthree . Whowas 7

-

Howr wiould ywou describe ?

-

How wiould you show

UNDERSTAND { COMPREHENSION

How would you sxpEin___ 7 TWNat CRErscIEnEes menmy TWhat Coul D= 3 res50n 107
How would you identify 7 7 7
How are these slike? Dfierent? | TWhat is the difference between | What can wou interpret from

Hevwr wiould you differentiste 7 the graph/table?
betwsen__ 7 What relations hip exists betwesan | Which - =5 not belong?
What do you concluds from _ Wh wou happenif 7
7 What patterns sxist 7

APRLY. I APPLICATI” ™

How wouid you makes Use of How would you ir | =fa. s ~1ed ICT What woUk nappen i
7 investigate _
Howdoss  applyvto 7 Using what ,ou. vow, b vwn W Tnat '.'.--::n.h resultif 7
Hevar wiould wou medify _'? you desigpp 7 Show me 3 way to organize
Llr:ar.'.-l'-:dcclr tions wouldyou (U v

| sstr= Swe 1o . '|."'Jl"g,' doss work?
How -:c-l.L wou apphyw’ you \wheoth way would you Using what you have leamed,
haveread to constrect 7 de onst ;e 7 oy .u{:-l.L yousohe 7

el .y thessulisf___ 7

AMALYZE [ AMALY 515

_I:E‘Iﬁlraw fist coul have TWRat are the com ponents of TWRST 355 UM plions can you
CEUSE 7 7 make'were made sbout T
Dl:{l.:: the pros and cons of What is the reasonfor____ 7 What is your analysis of 7
__ 7 What observations can you maks | What ideas validate 7
Explsin why it is not possible for | from 7 What conclesions can you
. What evidence will supportrefuie | deducs 7
Hew would youordsr 7 7 Under what conditions _'?
Hovwr wiould you document 7 | What relationship exists betwesn | Using the assumpton of
Justify your conclusion sbout 7 _1|‘=_-DI'3.-. snalyze T

What inference can you
makalwere made from

Why do wou think 7
What fallacies influsnoed

Source:www.pearsoncustom.com/ufl_ctsm/om/blooms_question.doc



Speaking

EVALUATE [ SYNTHESIZE

L reate/ propose an a

]
4

Devise away to
Hypothesze the resson

Predict the outcome of

Howr wiould you improve

fematve o

=

-
L

far

Design a fair test for

Develop a theory to explain

Fropose 3 hy poinesis) an
expeniment for
Develop 3 model to represent

Think of an original way to
represent :
Develop an experiment to
determine

What solutions wouwld you
suggest for 7

VWhat could be done o
integrate 7

H-:r.l.- wiould you test
What would happsn f__

]
L

]
[

How would you combine

to create a differant
What changes would you
make to revise 7

s
L

your choice.

Howr else would vou
Honr wiould you critigus

Howr wiould you interprat
Howr wrould you verfy

Compare the idess of

]
[

]
L
=
L

]
&

L

facts abrwe
Vo WLl y o proveldisprove

Ratett 2

S - 3 case that would
support/reject

What data was used to evaluaie

What would you conclede abowt

What is the most irr1.|:r::-r|ar1

]

7| evaluste
What is youwr opinion of

Elaborate an
CREATE._ [ EVALL.\TILY
Has=d upon The evidence, expan | How would v, § 0w "2m.ne The TUhat 15 The signmicance of

What -:ri1=-ria'.l.--::-1.l" VO Use to

\What choice |'.I-EIL|-" you b
in situation?
What data was used to

]
L

Which is valid?
Would it be better if
Whyrharhny not ¥

E

]
L

]
L

Source:www.pearsoncustom.com/ufl_ctsm/om/blooms_question.doc




Language Support for Speaking

| believe (statement) because
(justification).

| know that IS because
Based on , | think

Source: Ross, D., Fisher, D., & Frey, N. (2009). The art of argumentation. Science and
Children, 47(3), 28-31.



Explicit Teaching of Discussion Skills

Longuoge Focus: Speaking & Representing
Learning Target: L con speak with clarity ond confidence.

My Contribution Level

I am I am I am very
Discussion Skills Ying "EE? of | good av
Ol @&
1) I respect my friends and listen when they
speat I I R
2] If I do not ogree with my friend s comments, I —
comment nicely. (T gon’T agres becouse_ ) . I I:l |:|
) I fake turns to speak so that everyone has o ‘ —
chance to speak. l I-_—l |:| |:|
4) T look af my friends when They speas soh o F
they know I am interested in» am the ore |:| I:l |:|
Saying.
5 I answer questions with use” A information
that I lkearnt by reading or through an I:l |:| |:|
experience.
&) I give my opinion and back it up with a reason.
(L agree because. This is wrong because..) I:l |:| |:|

Adsgied Irom Moay, M. & Brockbars, 5089 I.'"“_ AZWDTE 0P IS OTdl A SRIFILTEAL IS R ChERrTOom -'\.l,.l.l.'r _'.l'-||-||'|.'.nl-ll"l.'rl'-
da b dirim, W AECD

In the next discussion, I plan to work or:
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School-based Platforms to
Nurture Confident Speakers

Book Talk
Straight from the Heart



Learning Support Programme

Early intervention for selected students



P1 Holistic Assessment

Platforms to assess students’ learning include:

 Picture Matching
* Penmanship

* Pick-and-Tell

« Spelling

« Reading Aloud
 Language Use

* Presentation

* Writing




Working Hand-in-Hand

Read to and with your child (different genres)
Go to the library together

Allow for personal choice

Go through your child’s files and books (when they are
returned for signature)

Remind your child to do corrections
Monitor penmanship of your child

Play language games, e.g. Scrabble

Encourage your child to give his/her views and opinions
respectfully during conversations

Provide attention to non-written homework (ebooks &
Retelling — praise effort)
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Recruiting Parent Volunteers

For e.g. Reading Dads and Moms &
Game Masters



Mr Goh Sheow En

goh _sheow en@schools.gov.sg



Thank you in advance for
your support and

cooperation



