
2019 P1 EL Parents’ Briefing 

1



Developing Strong 

Home-School Partnership
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EL Department Vision

Passionate learners and effective users of English 
Language at work and play
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Areas of Language Learning

• Listening and Viewing

• Reading and Viewing

• Speaking and Representing

• Writing and Representing

• Grammar

• Vocabulary
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Learning the English Language
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• In context through extended, authentic texts, e.g. 
storybooks

• Explicit teaching of grammar through Shared Book 
Approach

• Explicit teaching of soft skills, e.g. Discussion Skills

• Co-construction of speaking proficiency

• Scaffolded writing



Writing

Source: http://ascilite.org/archived-journals/aset/confs/aset-herdsa2000/procs/ellis-r.html



Speaking

“Reading and writing float on a sea of talk” (Britton,
1970, p.164)

Academic conversations allow students to closely
examine, scrutinize, criticize, validate and shape the
ideas being discussed. Such skills allow students to
develop intellectual agility (Brookfield and Preskill,
2005).
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Speaking

8Source:www.pearsoncustom.com/ufl_ctsm/om/blooms_question.doc
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Source:www.pearsoncustom.com/ufl_ctsm/om/blooms_question.doc

Speaking



Language Support for Speaking

I believe _________ (statement) because __________ 
(justification).

I know that ___________ is _________ because 
__________.

Based on _________, I think _______.

Source: Ross, D., Fisher, D., & Frey, N. (2009). The art of argumentation. Science and 

Children, 47(3), 28–31.



Explicit Teaching of Discussion Skills
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School-based Platforms to 
Nurture Confident Speakers

Book Talk 

Straight from the Heart
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Learning Support Programme

• Early intervention for selected students
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P1 Holistic Assessment
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Platforms to assess students’ learning include:

• Picture Matching

• Penmanship

• Pick-and-Tell

• Spelling

• Reading Aloud

• Language Use

• Presentation

• Writing 



Working Hand-in-Hand

• Read to and with your child (different genres)

• Go to the library together

• Allow for personal choice

• Go through your child’s files and books (when they    are 
returned for signature)

• Remind your child to do corrections 

• Monitor penmanship of your child

• Play language games, e.g. Scrabble

• Encourage your child to give his/her views and   opinions 
respectfully during conversations

• Provide attention to non-written homework (ebooks & 
Retelling – praise effort)
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Recruiting Parent Volunteers

For e.g. Reading Dads and Moms &
Game Masters
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Mr Goh Sheow En

goh_sheow_en@schools.gov.sg
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Thank you in advance for 

your support and 

cooperation
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